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TREGOTHNAN—A CAMELLIA AND
RHODODENDRON GARDEN IN
CORNWALL

By VISCOUNT and VISCOUNTESS FALMOUTH

DESCRIPTION of a garden, however brief, by one who has

had the good fortune to have inherited it from his forbears,
is often an unconscious tribute to the unrecorded work of those
who have planted and tended it throughout the years. It is in
this spirit that these few short notes are written about the gardens
at Tregothnan in Cornwall,

The gardens of Tregothnan lie a few miles to the south-east of
the cathedral town of Truro in the southern half of the peninsula.
They were planted some 200 feet above the tidal waters of the
‘river Fal, between the two main arms of the estuary, half a mile
from where they merge. There is a magnificent view of the Tol-
verne reach of the river from the terrace in front of the south
side of the house, looking down across the deer in the park
‘towards what may best be described as the oaken fleece which
clothes the banks of the river, which divides the Roseland penin-
sula from the west of Cornwall.

The gardens are placed on the “killas™ of the district, a shaly
s0il derived from the slate which surrounds the granite intrusions
forming the centre of Cornwall. Though lacking great depth in
places, this soil is free working and has a pH value admirably
suited to the growing of rhododendrons and camellias. The
climate is moist with a mean average rainfall of some thirty-five
to forty-five inches a year, more than half as much again as that
at Kew Gardens. Indeed the whole atmosphere of this part of
Cornwall is a humid one. While it is not possible to see the open
sea from the grounds, the nearest shore is only just over three
miles away; its influences are visible on the bird life of the district.
On a quiet night after a southerly gale, the sound of the sea can
be heard from the bedroom windows of the house.

It would be wrong to say the garden is never visited by frost;
we had as severe a visitation as any garden in the south of England
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